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ABSTRACT

The present paper explores and introduces a manuscript on
ijaz al-Qur’an (inimitability of the Qur’an) named Nir al-
Igan bi i‘jaz al-Qur’an written by a profound South Asian
Sindhi Scholar, Maulana Muhammad Isma‘il al-Udvi. The
field of i jaz al-Qur’an has been and is the field of interest
of many Muslim as well as non-Muslim theologians and
scholars. Many Muslim scholars of the Middle East and the
West have written books and research papers from
third/ninth Century up to present times. The main and
significant reason for this is that the doctrine of ijaz al-
Qur’an proves the prophecy of Prophet Muhammad peace
be upon him. This paper argues that Shaikh al-Udvi is the
first South Asian Sindhi Muslim Scholar, who wrote a
separate treatise in Arabic on the doctrine of i jaz al-Qur’an,
which is not introduced properly in academic circles of the
day. In this treatise, al-Udvi has advanced some new and
original arguments to support the doctrine and the prophecy
of Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him.

The author of this manuscript dealing with the ijaz al-Qur’an
(inimitability of the Qur’an) is a Sindi, Southeast province of
Modern day Pakistan, scholar Allama Muhammad Isma‘il b. Allama
Nabi Bakhsh b. Ghulam Hussayn al-Udvi al-Sind1 (d. 1390/1970).
He came from a family that had close contacts with the intellectual
and spiritual circles of the day (1). He was a profound exegete,
traditionist (muhaddith), jurist (fagih) and grand mufti of Sind,
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Pakistan. After the death of his spiritual master Maulana Taj
Mahmid Amroti (d. 1347/1929), a leader and an activist of the
Khilafat Movement (2) during 1919-24, al-Udvi enjoyed high esteem
and respect in the hierarchy of Amroti’s reformist and da‘wa
activities in Sind and played significant role in Sunni Muslim
community of Sind.(3)

Significance of the Work

The i‘jaz al-Qur’an had been the subject of study by many Muslim
theologians and scholars as attested by the fact that al-Rummani, al-
Khattab1 and al-Bagqillani, al-Razi and al-Suyiiti, had discussed certain
aspects of the i‘jaz in their treatises. (4) But, they all had focused
mainly on linguistic style of the Qur’an, whereas al-Udvi has adopted
entirely a different approach to this field. He advanced new aspects of
the 1‘jaz al-Qur’an, which, according to him, is the result of his lifelong
deep thinking and reflection on the Qur’an. Contrary to the classical
and medieval authors, al-Udvi mainly focuses on the contents of the
Qur’an as compared to its style. In this regard, he advances fourteen
arguments to prove the i1’jaz of the Qur’an as follows:

Qur’an’s teachings are based on reason and logic
The reports of the Qur’an pertaining to the unseen

Qur’an’s religious teachings are in complete agreement with human
nature

Qur’an’s depiction of stories of past nations in a way that contains
wisdom and lessons

Qur’an’s unveiling of the secrets pertaining to natural sciences
discovered in modern times

Qur’an’s inclusion of clear (muhkamat) and allegorical (mutashabihat)
verses

Qur’an’s classification of its commandment into different categories
such as obligatory (fard), optional (nadb), prohibited (haram) and
disliked (makriih)

Qur’an’s commandments are easy to practice
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Qur’an’s inclusion of spiritual and material dimensions
Qur’an’s preservation from loss and corruption
Qur’an’s security from contradiction and inconsistency
uper-hu u i

Super-human eloquence and rhetoric

urious influ u u i
Its curious influence upon human hearts and minds
Qur’an’s evidence upon its truth is from within itself

This presentation of the argument is probably the first of its kind in the
subject especially in South Asian Islam. No other Muslim scholar in
South Asian region in particular and Middle East in general seems to
have discussed the subject focussing on the contents of the Qur’an in so
coherent and systematic manner, and the treatise appears to be the first
novel attempt dealing with the 1‘jaz from contents point of view.

The importance of this treatise, introduced here for the first time, lies in
the fact that it is the only Arabic treaties to be found in South Asian
literature dealing exclusively with the subject of i‘jaz, which forms
significant and important doctrine in Islam. The central argument of
al-Udvi in defence of the ifjaz is based on the concept of
unletteredness or unschooledness (ummiyya) of the Prophet
Muhammad. The second argument is that ijaz of the Qur’an has
countless aspects; however, al-Udvi demonstrated it mainly through
the contents of the Qur’an, as mentioned above, although he did not
overlooked its style.

The treatise, however, is not a complete work on the subject
of i jaz dealing with the nature and principles of the i jaz, although
the reader may well form an idea about al-Udvi’s conception of the
nature of the ijaz since he referred to the Ash‘arites School’s
doctrine in some places. The treatise is in the main a work on the use
of Qur’anic contents to prove its i jaz. It was written originally as an
apologia for the supremacy of the Qur’an over all other religious
scriptures, however, it also represents to prove its divine origin.

The significance of the treatise, therefore, lies not so much in
the detailed matters it discusses, although they could reasonably
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have had their influence on Muslim scholars if it had been
published, as in the comprehensive view of the whole subject of the
ijaz. The originality of the treatise lies in its new departure in the
study of ijaz. Therefore, following pages are devoted to introduce
this unexplored work on i jaz written in South Asia.

Description of the MS

The present manuscript of Nir al-Ilgan Fi Ijaz al-Qur’an
(light of faith in inimitability of the Qur’an), is the only extant
manuscript, and was first preserved in the library of Shah Wali
Allah Oriental College, Mansura, Sind, entry number C. N. 9903.
Then, this manuscript was transferred by the administration of the
college to the Museum of Idara Ta‘mir-e-Millat, Manstira, Sind,
having no entry, as a result of nationalization done by Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto, the then Prime Minister in 1973. This could be seen on folio
1, where two readable stamps of both institutions appear. It contains
301 folios of 15 lines each with approximately 15 words in each line
in two small books. The first book contains 186 folios and the other
contains 114 folios. This manuscript was sold and remained under
the study of number of scholars as shown by the prices and
signatures, which appear on f. 1 of the second volume, and for the
last time, by Professor Sayyid Muhammad Salim during 1960s. ©
Several explanations and meanings of words, in different languages
including, Persian, Urdu and Sindhi, have been added in margins.
There are in the text occasional repetitions, sometimes one or two
words and some times more than that up to five words. Some
mistakes have been corrected, by a number, in the margins and some
places by omitting and writing beside them. The manuscript is
written on thick white paper in good naskh script in black in one
hand with headings and sub-headings written in the same format and
marked by a line above, and at some places written in a large format
without mark. Three words on f. 3 and one word on f. 6 are over
inked, which, with little attention, could be read. The several edges
are also affected. This MS is partially vocalized particularly those
words that could be read either way. The title of the work appears on
f. 2, where the scribe mentions that it is his property in nasta ‘lig
script as follows:
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There are many scribal errors. The text begins:
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The text ends on f. 299 as follows:
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Underneath that the scribe, al-Dahqani gives the date of its finishing
as follows:
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At the end on f. 300 the author gives the certificate of reading out of
this work to him by al-Dahgani as follows:
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The f. 1 and 301 contain matter irrelevant to the text. On f. 187,
there are some signatures, in different hands by the people, who
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borrowed it to study, or owned it including al-Dahqani, the scribe
and original owner, Abdullah Khushk al-Sindi, Qurban Ali Bugti. A
note, in margin, by the scribe on f. 172 reveals that the MS under
discussion was copied from the MS of the author, which is not
extant. On the whole, the manuscript is in good condition, with only
a few places, where ink smudges make reading difficult.

Identity of the author of the MS

The authorship of this treatise can be established by two
ways. First, internal evidence which can be shown through f. 2, as
mentioned above. In addition, its authorship can also be seen from
the forward of the author f.5. Second, the authorship of this treatise
has never been disputed in biographical references on al-Udvi,
which provides a sufficient proof that it is an authentic work of al-
Udvi. Its authorship is first mentioned by Professor Aminullah al-
‘Alavi (b. 1362/1943) in his biographical article on al-Udvi. Al-
‘Alav1 has retired as a professor of Arabic language and literature
and as a principal of Government C and S Degree College,
Shikarpur, Sind in 2003. It is reported that he has close contacts with
al-UdvT and is one of the participants in his lectures and religious
sermons in Shikarpur. This implies that al- ‘Alavi was well
acquainted with the works of al-Udvi. Moreover, al- ‘Alavi belongs
to the circle of Sindi ‘Ulama’ and a knowledgeable person about
Sindi scholars and their lives and works. His testimony is therefore
quite weighty. Other references to this treatise are also found in

other biographical material on al-Udvi. @

Title of the treatise

The title Niir al-Igan Fi Ijaz al-Qur’an of the MS can also
be shown in two ways. First, it is clearly mentioned on f. 2, as
mentioned above. Second, all the biographers of al-Udvi have
mentioned same title.

The scribe: Identity and Dating

The MS bears on ff. 2, 299, 300 the name of its scribe, Nur
Muhammad al-Dahqgani, a famous student of the author, who is well
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known to the biographers of al-Udvi.” The MS also bears on ff. 199
and 300 the date of its finishing, 20/ 9/ 1375- 2/5 1955. However, no
one has mentioned the date of starting scribing present MS from the
original MS of the author, which is not extant. The certificate by the
author, al-Udvi, on f. 300 bears witness that the scribe, al-Dahgani
read it out to the author during 1957 AH, although the place is not
mentioned.

Orthography

The scribe’s orthography is generally good and clear, but he
seems to have paid little attention to diacritical points, grammatical
rules, recognized orthographic forms and peculiarities,
orthographical idiosyncrasies diagonal stroke at some letters, hence,
he has made several mistakes which are listed below:

S. No. Page Error Correct
1 5 ol-Mes! S-Sl
2 5 bl A
3 6 s Canal
4 7 o ool o O s
5 15 ) )

6 17 aaly LAl
7 20 s ol4
8 21 Ogenis) NEWS)
9 22 aaie e
10 25 e Pplab
11 26 » ! aj)
12 27 il el
13 27 g gl
14 28 s s
15 28 o o
16 29 Jedas s

30 o S

—
|
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49
51
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59
60
62
66
67
67
73
73
81
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92
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114
115
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122
122
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136
138
139
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144
144
145
147
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76
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103
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132 288 Bl iyl

The preceding list of errors clearly shows that the scribe seems
not to have been careful in his scribing. Besides this, the scribe
wrongly repeats sentences, even up to half page. ® He also makes
mistakes in citing verses and references from the Qur’an in a few
places. @ Furthermore, he is also guilty of wrong pagination as he
disordered the pages from one place to another ™ as well as in
numbering of sub-headings. ™V It seems necessary to note that
several corrections have been made in the text. It is likely that the
corrections were made by the scribe himself, as the style of the
writing is similar to the text. He uses few methods of correction.
When a word or words are definitely additional, he simply strikes
them out. " Sometimes he crosses out the incorrect words and
makes corrections beside them, ™ while at others in the margins. ¥
In such cases, the scribe uses numbers in the margins. On f. 165,
half of page is blank. There are significant grammatical errors in the
MS, as mentioned in the list above, and since only one copy of the
work is extant it seems impossible to say whether the incorrect
grammar is to be attributed to al-Udvi, or to the scribe.

Conclusion

Careful study of history of the doctrine of 1‘jaz al-Qur’an shows that
form third/ninth century up to thirteenth/nineteenth century the
interest of Muslim theologians and scholars has been to mainly
focus on the linguistic beauty and stylistic miracle of the Qur’an. al-
Rummani, al-Khattabi and al-Bagqillani, al-Razi, al-Suyiti and al-
Rafi‘t are clear examples of showing miraculous nature of the
Qur’an through rhetoric and style of the Qur’an. Al-Udvi adopted a
different line of argumentation in his treatise. Al-Udvi mainly
focused on the contents of the Qur’an rather than words of the
Qur’an to prove rationally the prophecy of Prophet Muhammad
peace be upon him. This is a new and original line of argumentation
in the field of i‘jaz al-Qur’an.
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